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Cowlitz Hydroelectric Project 
FERC No. 2016 

Cowlitz Fisheries Technical Committee 
Final Meeting Summary  

September 3, 2024 from 9:30 – 2:30 
 

 

FTC Representative Attendees: 
Melora Shelton    TPU 
Bryce Glaser      WDFW 
Amy Kocourek    NMFS 
Jonathan Stumpf    TU 
 

Additional Attendees: 
Thomas Starkey-Owens   ECY 
Josua Holowatz    WDFW 
Brian Gale     WDFW 
John Serl     WDFW 
Kris Warner     WDFW 
Kevin Young     WDFW 
Jenise Bauman    TPU 
Chris Vaughn    TPU 
Matt Bleich     TPU 
Eric Shoblom     TPU 
Scott Gibson     TPU 
Steve West      LCFRB 
Ann Weckback    Lewis County 
Michael Boyles    BPA 
Russell Page     LCPUD 
Lyn Wiltse     PDSA Consulting / Facilitator 
 

Public Attendees: Larry Pryor, Randy LeDuc, and Jack Tipping 
 

2024 FTC Meeting Dates: Oct. 1, Nov. 5, Dec. 3 (in person with a remote option)  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Approval of August Meeting Summary 
The revised version of the August FTC Meeting Summary was reviewed and approved with clarifying 
edits and will be posted for public review. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Updates  
Hydro Operations (presentation emailed on September 2)  
Melora described the following:  

• Inflows: Inflows below or well below normal since May. August mean daily flow 1,593 (76% of 
historical average) despite above-normal precipitation.  

• Storage: Riffe Lake drafted from 742 ft on August 1 to 732 ft on September 1 (729 ft recent 
average). 

• Outflow: See hydrograph, minimum flow 2K cfs. No flow or ramp exceedances. 
• 10-day Forecast: Warm and dry. Inflows remain low, continued draft. Outflows as high as 6.5 K 

cfs by the end of the week.  

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/14238000/#parameterCode=00060&showMedian=false&startDT=2024-08-01&endDT=2024-09-03















	Cowlitz Hydroelectric Project
	FTC Representative Attendees:
	 Inflows: Inflows below or well below normal since May. August mean daily flow 1,593 (76% of historical average) despite above-normal precipitation.
	 Storage: Riffe Lake drafted from 742 ft on August 1 to 732 ft on September 1 (729 ft recent average).
	 Outflow: See hydrograph, minimum flow 2K cfs. No flow or ramp exceedances.
	 10-day Forecast: Warm and dry. Inflows remain low, continued draft. Outflows as high as 6.5 K cfs by the end of the week.
	 La Niña condition anticipated this fall, probabilities tilt toward cooler and wetter.
	 Matt P reported there were no spill events or water quality monitoring for TDG, etc.
	 Since the end of April, Tacoma has been collecting water temperature data related to CFNSC passage.
	 On August 16 they removed the vertical temperature arrays at the boat barrier, and the north and south debris deflectors. Melora will send out the summary.
	 Currently collecting temperature data at Copper Canyon Creek release site as well as the Lake Scanewa boat launch.
	 2025 passage study will include water quality transect data.
	 Working to assess the potential of installing Cowlitz Basin temperature monitors.
	 Geophysical survey associated with potential water supply for the Cowlitz Trout Hatchery Remodel complete. Report expected on September 16.
	 Exploratory drilling associated with assessment of potential water supply for the Cowlitz Trout Hatchery remodel is planned for September/October.
	 Gravel augmentation per the Gravel Augmentation Plan is planned for the week of Sept. 16.
	 Removal of derelict structures and vessels from both reservoirs is set to occur this month.
	 Kosmos: Monitoring is occurring every other week with reports sent to Ecology. No sheens have been observed in the last two years. Ecology’s approval of the RI Plan will trigger the 120-day submittal timeline for the Feasibility Study.
	 Cove Lane Culvert Replacement Project: This is underway using an Aluminum Box Culvert (ALBC) bridge-type structure to replace a fish passage barrier.
	 North Taidnapam Boat Launch Improvement Project: Phase 1 is underway. The turnaround for the boat ramp is complete and Tacoma is waiting for lower water elevations to complete the lower courtesy dock anchor. Phase 2 (lower-level parking area, trail,...
	 Large Woody Debris Management: Tacoma is committed to disposing of LWD in a more environmentally responsible way (vs. burning it). While this includes the opportunity for aquatic and upland habitat projects, Matt noted there is currently no funding ...
	1. Initial field recon and site selection (aerial photos, LiDAR mapping) showing where chum may have been historically, along with land ownership, etc.
	2. Deeper dive into investigating some of those sites. Start prepping to do pump testing and placing piezometers to gauge water flow. Narrow the list down to four sites.
	3. Narrow site selection down to one or two sites and develop conceptual designs for what might be possible at each.
	 Presentation by Tacoma’s Power Management Group and/or from Grant PUD re improving SAR
	 Review Steelhead Kelt Recycling Program

